
PATRIOTIC EDUCATION 
  FOR FUTURE LEADERS

or the past four summers, the 
Seidel-AFA Dallas Chapter in 
Texas has sponsored high school 

students who have finished their sopho-
more or junior year to attend a five-day 
youth leadership conference, or YLC. 
The Military Order of the World Wars 
manages these conferences; we here at 
Seidel work with the local chapters of 
the Alexandria, Va.-based organization.

Our members select students through 
interviews at the various local high 
schools. After these students attend a 
conference, we invite them, along with 
their parents, to be our guests at the 
chapter’s third-quarter membership 
meeting. There, they recount their 
experiences and what they feel they 
have gained at the YLC. This chapter 
get-together is always one of the year’s 
most popular.

Our YLC program participation be-
gan in 2011 when the chapter sponsored 
three students. Our executive commit-
tee was impressed with the students’ en-
thusiasm and the positive inf luence the 
program had on them. As a result, we 
have sponsored more students each year 
since. For 2014, we selected 18 students.

“Sponsoring students for YLCs has 
proved to be a most impactful way to 
spend the chapter’s funds,” said John 
R. Tannehill, Seidel Chapter president. 
“These youngsters are typically among 
the top students in their school, and 
several of those we’ve sponsored have 
gone on to be selected for military 
academy appointments and [Reserve 
Officer Training Corps] scholarships. 
It fully supports the ‘educate’ aspect of 
the AFA mission.”

The conferences are designed to 
expose the students to “patriotic educa-
tion, including elements of leadership 

needed to maintain a free society, con-
cepts of a free-enterprise system, and 
the founding principles upon which 
the United States was built,” according 
to MOWW’s description. “Attendees 
develop an appreciation for the US 
Constitution, Bill of Rights, etc., and 
an awareness of the civic responsibili-
ties associated with preserving rights 
and freedoms. Students also develop 
leadership and public speaking skills 

in 18 states—students come from more 
states than that.

Most conferences take place at uni-
versities; some are held on military 
installations. Typically, MOWW mem-
bers instruct at the conferences. One 
of the southwest conferences—always 
the most popular—is held aboard USS 
Lexington, a retired World War II-era 
aircraft carrier converted to a museum 
in Corpus Christi, Texas.

It normally costs the Seidel Chapter 
$200 to sponsor a student’s attendance 
at a conference in the region. This cov-
ers the student’s transportation to and 
from the venue, lodging and meals, and 
all materials.

In addition to MOWW chapters, 
organizations such as the Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership Foundation, Joe Foss 
Institute, and National Sojourners also 
sponsor students.

At the end of a conference, students 
write letters thanking their sponsoring 
organizations. Phrases such as “life-
changing experience,” “made friends I’ll 
have for many years,” and “best five days 
I’ve ever spent” are what we often see.

AFA and MOWW are drafting a 
memorandum of understanding to 
formalize their relationship. This MOU 
will encourage AFA chapters to consider 
sponsoring students in their area.

If your chapter wants to become 
involved, contact Richard E. Minor, 
MOWW Patriotic Education chair, 
at DandDMinor@aol.com. You won’t 
regret the decision.

Bob Gehbauer is the executive vice president 
of AFA’s Texas state organization.

By Bob Gehbauer

Youth leadership conference participants, like 
those shown here in Corpus Christi, Texas, 
learn about the founding principles that the 
United States was built on.

AFAʼs Seidel Chapter sponsors student attendance 
at summer youth leadership conferences.
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that help them be better citizens and 
future leaders.”

At many conferences, there is also 
a mock trial session where a current 
or retired judge typically presides and 
explains the US judicial process.

Conferences vary in length. Some 
are only one-day events, but most, 
including the five YLCs in the south-
west United States, are five days long.

The number of students at each 
conference also varies, from as few 
as 24 to as many as 97. The average 
number hovers around 55. Some 1,300 
students participated in YLCs in 2013. 
For 2014, 35 conferences are scheduled 
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